
CURRICULUM VITAE OF MARK WHITAKER

Professor of Anthropology

University of South Carolina, Aiken


Academic Training

Ph.D. in Anthropology, 1986; Princeton University, New Jersey.

Thesis: "Divinity and Legitimacy in a Temple of the Lord

Kantan". 

M.A. in Anthropology, 1980; Princeton University, New Jersey.

B.A. in Anthropology, with Honors, 1978; Drew University, New Jersey.  

Thesis: "Conditions of Investigation: the

Epistemology of Anthropological Research". 

Employment History
University of South Carolina, Aiken, 9/08-present, Professor

University of South Carolina, Aiken, 8/99-8/08, Associate Professor

University of South Carolina, Aiken, 8/92-8/99, Assistant Professor 

University of Pittsburgh, Semester at Sea, 1-5/92, Lecturer




University of South Carolina, Aiken, summer 1991, Lecturer




University of South Carolina, Columbia, 8/90-5/91, Visiting Assistant Professor


 Skidmore College, 9/89-7/90, Visiting Assistant Professor


                     

Drew University, 9/88-6/89, Visiting Assistant Professor


                     

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 9/87-6/88, Researcher (Education Policy)


Academic Honors and Awards

2010  Scholarly Activity Award, USC Aiken

2008-  (renewed 2011) Strom Thurmond Chair in Social and Behavioral Science (an endowed chair with $5,000/year for research expenses), USC-Aiken

2008-  Member, Graduate Faculty, University of South Carolina-Columbia

2004- Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, USC-Columbia

Fall 2003 Research Associate, Anthropology Department, University of Sussex, United Kingdom

2003 American Institute of Sri Lankan Studies Fellowship Grant

2001 USC Research and Productive Scholarship Grant

2000 – Present, USC Faculty Associate in the Department of Religious Studies

1998 USC Summer Faculty Exchange Program

1997 USCA Venture Fund Grant

1995 UC-Santa Cruz Research Associate in Anthropology      

1992 USC Research and Productive Scholarship Grant

1991 Honorary Fellow, South Asian Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

1988 Summer Foreign Language & Area Fellowship – Tamil, University of Pennsylvania
1984 Social Science Research Council Traveling Grant to Sri Lanka
1983 Wenner‑Gren Research Grant for research in Sri Lanka
1982 Princeton University Departmental Field Research Grant 

1978‑1985 Princeton University Fellowship 

  
 Ethnographic Field Experience  

Ethnographic research, August 1-16, 2010, Colombo, Kandy, Batticaloa, Sri Lanka

Ethnographic research, May and July 2009, Toronto, Canada; Atlanta, Georgia


(and one week in London in September, 2009)

Archival and ethnographic research; Kandy, Colombo, and Batticaloa Sri Lanka,


December 29, 2003-July 28, 2004

Ethnographic research; Toronto, Canada and London, UK July 2001

Ethnographic research; Batticaloa District and Colombo, Sri Lanka, July - August, 

1997 

  Archival and ethnographic research; Batticaloa District and National Archives, Colombo, 

Sri Lanka, July - August, 1993.


  Archival and ethnographic research; Batticaloa District, Sri Lanka, June ‑ September 1984.


  Ethnographic field research; Batticaloa District, Sri Lanka,  January 1982 - August 1983.


  Tamil language study; Colombo, Sri Lanka, September ‑ December 1981.

Publications

Books

Learning Politics from Sivaram: The Life and Death of a Revolutionary Tamil Journalist in Sri Lanka. London: Pluto Press. 2007.

Amiable Incoherence: Manipulating Histories and Modernities in a Batticaloa Hindu Temple. Sri Lankan Studies Series. Amsterdam: VU University Press. 1999.

Refereed articles and book chapters

“Human Rights and ‘Practical Rationality’ among Sri Lankan Tamils and Americans”. In The Anthropologist and the Native: essays for Gananath Obeyesekere. H.L. Seneviratne, ed. Firenza, Italy: Società Editrice Fiorentina. 2009.
“Reflections on Sri Lankan Tamil Identity before and after a Social Trauma: Nationalism and Other Forms of Community in Village Politics.” In New Directions: Essays in Tamil Studies. R. Cheran, Darshan Ambalavanar, and Chelva Kanaganayakam, eds. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press Inc. 2008 (This came out in 2009).
“Abiding by Sri Lanka Quadri Ismail’s Way.” In Religion Volume 38, Issue 2: 181-186. 2008.
“Internet counter counter-insurgency: TamilNet.com and ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka.” In Native on the Net: Indigenous and Diasporic Peoples in the Virtual Age, pp 255-271. Kyra Landzelius, ed. London: Routledge. 2006.

“Tamilnet.com: Some reflections on Popular Anthropology, Nationalism, and the Internet.”  Anthropological Quarterly, Volume 77, no 3, 469-498. 2004.

“The Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora: Three Tamil Family Narratives.” Ethnic Studies Report, Volume 21, Number 1: 61-80. 2003 (actually published in 2005).
“Prisoners of Our Own Escape: Reflections on Batticaloa District Intellectuals and Pierre Bourdieu’s Scholarly Point of View” The Sri Lankan Journal of the Humanities, Volume XXVI, Numbers 1&2, 44-61. 2000.

"Tigers and Temples: The Politics of Nationalist and Non-modern Violence in Sri Lanka" In Conflict and Community in Contemporary Sri Lanka: 'Pearl of the East' or the 'Island of Tears'?" Studies on Contemporary South Asia No. 3,183-195. Siri Gamage and I.B. Watson, eds. London: Sage Publications. 1999.

"Learning Politics from Taraki", In Collective Identities, Volume II, pp. 247-270. Michael Roberts, ed. Colombo: Marga Institute, 1998.

"Tigers and Temples: The Politics of Nationalist and Non-Modern Violence in Sri Lanka." South Asia, pp. 201-214, Vol. XX, Special Issue, 1997.

"Only Connect: Ethnographic memoirs and Epistemological Nostalgia." Reviews in Anthropology, pp. 241-255, Vol 25, 1996.

"Ethnography as Learning: A Wittgensteinian Approach to Writing Ethnographic Accounts."  Anthropological Quarterly, pp. 1-13. January 1996, Volume 69, Number 1.

"A Compound of Many Histories: the Many Pasts of an East Coast Sri Lankan Community", pp. 32-55. In: The Power of the Past. Jonathan Spencer, ed.  London: Routledge, Kegan, Paul, 1990.  
"Religion and Incorporation in an East Coast Tamil Temple." In:  Incorporation and Development, pp. 32-41. Weeramunda and Huzinga, eds. Colombo: Evangil Press, 1984.
Non-refereed articles

“Sri Lanka” In Encyclopedia of Religion and War, Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez, ed. London: Routledge. 2003.

“Kataragama” In South Asian Folklore: An Encyclopedia, Peter Claus, Sarah Diamond, and Margaret Mills, eds. London: Routledge, 2002.

"Relativism" In An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Social and Cultural Anthropology, pp. 478-482. Alan Barnard and Jonathan Spencer, eds. London: Routledge, 1996.

"Reflexivity" In An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Social and Cultural Anthropology, pp. 470-473 Alan Barnard and Jonathan Spencer, eds. London: Routledge, 1996.

Book reviews

“Review of Cage of Freedom: Tamil Identity and the Ethnic Fetish in Malaysia by Andrew Willford. 2011. Published in American Ethnologist, Vol. 38, Issue 1, pages 201-203.
“Review of Crucible of Conflict: Tamil and Muslim Society on the East Coast of Sri Lanka by Dennis B. McGilvray.” 2010 Published in The Journal of Anthropological Research, Vol. 66, pages127-128.

“Electronic tribes and Postmodern Tribulations (Electronic Tribes: The Virtual Worlds of Geeks, Gamers, Shamans, and Scammers – edited by Tyrone Adams and Stephan A. Smith)”. 2009.  Published in Anthropology and Humanism, Vol. 34, Issues 2, pp. 260-261.
“Review of Enemy Lines, Warfare, Childhood and Play in Batticaloa” by Margaret Trawick. 2009. Published in the Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 68, pp. 662-664
“Review of Masking terror: how women contain violence in Southern Sri Lanka” by Alex Agenti-Pillen, 2007. Published in The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society, pp. 1052-3, Vol 13, No 4.
“Review of Hermes’ Dilemma and Hamlet’s Desire’ by Vincent Crapanzano.’ 1994. Published in American Ethnologist, Vol 21, p 933-4. 

“Review of Patrons, Devotees and Goddesses by Masakazu Tanaka.” 1994. Published in Man (The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society), Vol 29, p 251-252.

“Review of The Politics of Culture, edited by Brett Williams”. 1993. Published in Man (The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society), Vol 28, p. 408-9. 

“Review of Jane Austen and the Fiction of Culture, by R. Handler and D. Segal.” 1992. Published in Man (The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society), Vol 27, p. 426-7. 

“Review of Sri Lanka: Ethnic Fratricide and the Dismantling of Democracy, by S.J. Tambiah.” 1987. Published in Association for Political and Legal Anthropology Newsletter, Vol 10, No. 1.

Works in progress

Co-editing a book, with Dr. Kyra Landzelious of Gothenburg University, based upon the papers presented at the Trauma and New Media Workshop, held at Gothenburg University, Gothenburg, Sweden, October 5-7, 2007.

"'Ants Between Two Fires': Ethical Puzzlement and the Plurality of Ethics in Sri Lanka." Paper submitted for a festschrift in honor of Gananath Obeyesekere.

Selected paper presentations

“Returning to Mandur: the Sri Kantacuvaami temple and the resilience of its ‘amiable incoherence’. Paper delivered at the Sixth Annual Tamil Studies conference, University of Toronto, May 14, 2011.

“A Subtle Sameness: Returning to Mandur and finding the same old arguments.” Invited paper presented at the joint Society for Anthropological Sciences and Society for Cross-Cultural Research Meetings, February 19, 2011.

Participant and co-organizer of  “AFAA Invited Roudtable Honoring Nancy (Penny) Schwartz: Dreaming in Color About Black Marys, Women’s Postmortem Agency, Trans-species Anthropology, Elephant Dung and Other Aspects of Kenya Luo Culture and Their Broader Implications.” American Anthropological Association 109th Annual Meeting, New Orleans, November 20, 2010.
“Anthropology across Boundaries: Humanity from all Angles”, a University Consortium – NTNU Link Project lecture, Eastern University, Chenkalady, Sri Lanka, August 12, 2010.

“Some remarks regarding a restudy of the Mandur, Sri Kanticuvami Temple in the Batticaloa District”, Institute of Ethnic Studies, Kandy, Sri Lanka, August 6, 2010.
“Remembering Sivaram” Invited lecture given for the Tamil Legal Advocacy Project at the Sivaram Memorial, April 28, 2010, London, United Kingdom.

“Chosen traumas, re-oritenting historical memories, and the refashioning of national narratives: responses of the Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora to the defeat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.”  This was an invited paper was given at the behest of the Cornell University South Asian Studies Program at Cornell University on November 16, 2009 and, again, for the Syracuse University South Asia Studies Program on November 17, 2009. 
“The trauma of the 2004 tsunami: treating and conveying trauma for Tamils in Sri Lanka and Toronto in the ‘new media’ age.’ This was a paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology in Memphis. March 2008.

“A few remarks on Neloufer de Mel’s Miltarizing Sri Lanka: Popular Culture, Memory and Narrative in the Armed Conflict”. The American Association of Sri Lankan Studies asked me to deliver these discussant remarks at a panel discussion of de Mel’s book at the Association of Asian Studies Meetings, Atlanta, 4/4/2008.

“Trauma and Agency in Sri Lanka and in the Tamil Diaspora in the ‘New media’ Age”. Paper delivered at the Third Annual Tamil Studies conference, University of Toronto, May 17, 2008.

“Learning Politics from Sivaram: Some reflections on writing a life history in troubled times”. This invited lecture was given at the behest of the South Asian studies program at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville Virginia, February 8, 2008.

“New Media, Public Discourses, Caste and Power in Sri Lankan and its Various Natural and Political Traumas” (This paper was renamed by me before the conference: “Considering Sri Lankan Tamils, New Media, and the Velocity of individual and collective Trauma”, though it appears as above in the conference schedule.) This invited paper was presented at the Trauma and New Media Workshop, Gothenburg University, Gothenburg, Sweden, October 6, 2007.

“Reflections on Sri Lankan Tamil Identity before and after a Social Trauma: nationalism and other forms of community in village politics.” Paper presented at Second Annual Tamil Studies Conference, ‘Imagining Collectives: Continuities, Changes and Contestations’, Centre for South Asian Studies, University of Toronto, Canada, May 31-June 2, 2007.

“Proximity, civil imagination and primordialization: puzzling out nationalism in Sri Lanka; an essay in honor of James Brow.” An invited paper given at ‘James Brow Farewell’, an event organized to honor Professor James Brow, at the South Asia Institute, University of Texas at Austin, April 28, 2007. 

“A Death and the Tamil Diaspora: Some Reflections on the Multiple Audiences of Sivaram Dharmeratnam”. This was an invited lecture presented at the Tamil Studies Conference, “Tropes, Territories and Competing realities”, University of Toronto, Toronto, May 11-14, 2006.

“Human Rights and ‘Practical Rationality’ in Sri Lankan Ethnic Politics” Presented on October 21 as part of the invited session, ‘Person, Poetics, Politics and Religion in South Asia: The Legacy of Gananath Obeyesekere – Part 1” at the 35th Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin, October 20-22, 2006.
“What would be Alien? Some Cultural Anthropological Reflections on not being human.” Invited. American Anthropological Association 105th Annual Meeting, San Jose, California, November 15-17, 2006.

“Anthropology and the Ghost of Relativism” Invited paper presented at the joint Society for Anthropological Sciences and Society for Cross-Cultural Research Meetings, Savannah, Georgia, February 3, 2006.

“Internet counter counter-insurgency: Tamilnet.com and Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka” 34th Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin, October 8, 2005.
“Doing Fieldwork in Sri Lanka during and after War”. Invited paper presented at Graduate Student Workshop on doing fieldwork in Sri Lanka, Anthropology Department, Edinburgh, Scotland, November 14, 2003.

“Three Families: Familial Flowing in the Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora”. Kinship and the New Economy: South Asian Anthropology Group Meeting, London School of Economics, 18-19 September, 2003.

“Life through a Windshield: Experiencing the Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora in Toronto.”  Presented at the Society for Applied Anthropology meeting in 2003, and as a colloquium in the Department of Anthropology, USC. Presented also at 15th ICAES “Humankind/Nature Interactions: Past, Present and Future” conference in Florence, Italy, July 6, 2003.

"Ethnography.Com: when the "other" goes online in Tamil Sri Lanka." This paper was invited and was part of the presidential panel "Consuming Anthropology: Pop Culture's Love Affair With Simulacra and the Other", which took place at the 99th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association in San Francisco in November 2000. 

“Free Association in an Ethnic War Zone: Is Civil Society Possible?” This paper was presented at two meetings in slightly different versions. First, Association of Asian Studies, Madison WI 10/16/99. Second, American Anthropological Association, 11/20/99.

“Beyond the Last Checkpoint: Tamil intellectuals, Tamil Journalists, and Western Academia in a War Zone.” This paper was invited. Association of Asian Studies, Madison WI, 10/17/98.

“Beyond the Last Checkpoint: Militancy, Journalism, and Anthropological Think Tanks in an Ethnic War Zone.” Society for Applied Anthropology. 5/98. San Juan, Puerto Rico.

“Taraki in the USA: Incoherence and Counter-canonical People.” American Ethnological Society. 3/6/98. Seattle, WA.

“Honor and Heritage: The Politics of Violence in the Batticaloa District.” This paper was presented at the annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, November 1995, Washington DC. This paper was invited. Note: this paper was rewritten for presentation at the American Ethnological Society Meetings in Puerto Rico, April, 1996. 

 “Collaborative Ethnography in Precarious Times. “Society for Applied Anthropology. 3/95. Albuquerque, NM.

“Ethnography as Learning: A Wittgensteinian Approach to Writing Ethnographic Accounts.” presented as part of the University of California, Santa Cruz Anthropology Colloquium Series, 6/94. This paper is a greatly rewritten version of the paper listed below. It was published, with minor revisions, in the journal Anthropological Quarterly. 

“The Problem of Privilege in Ethnographic Accounts: How a Wittgensteinian Approach Can Help Us Keep On Writing.” American Anthropological Association. 11/93. (See above.)

“Amiable and Unamiable Incoherence: Incommensurability as Politics in Colonial and Postcolonial Sri Lanka.  This paper was invited. International Sri Lankan Studies Association. 8/93. 
“‘Ants between Two Fires’: Ethical Puzzlement and the Plurality of Ethics in Sri Lanka.” Asian Studies Association. 11/91. Madison, WI. Note: a rewritten version of this paper was presented at a graduate colloquium at the Department of Religion, USC, Columbia, 4/98. 

“The Quest for Sivalingam: Accounting for Miracles in East Coast, Tamil, Sri Lanka -- With Apologies to Pierre Bourdieu.” Anthropology Colloquium series, USC Columbia, 2/91. This was a rewritten version of the paper listed below. 

“‘Prisoners of our own Escape’: When Village Intellectuals are caught between Appropriations.” American Anthropological Association. 12/90. New Orleans, LA. 

“A Compound of Many Histories: Fireworks or Gunfire in an East Coast Tamil Village?” American Anthropological Association Meetings. 11/88. Phoenix, AZ. “Learning Politics from Dharma: Ending Up the Other in East Coast Tamil, Sri Lanka.” Criticism and Anthropology Conference, Princeton University. 4/88. Princeton, NJ.

Seminars

“Internet counter counter-insurgency: TamilNet.com and Ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka.” Paper presented in the Anthropology Department Colloquium Series, Anthropology Department, University of South Carolina, Columbia, March 2, 2006.

“An Overview of the Peoples of Sri Lanka”. A presentation given to the Aiken International Club, March 2, 2005. (Counted as ‘service’ in my P and T file).

“Doing Fieldwork in Sri Lanka before, during and after war”. Talk given in a workshop for Anthropology graduate students at the University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom, October 2003.

“Life Through a Windshield: Experiencing the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora in Toronto” Seminar presented at the graduate colloquium at the Department of Religion, USC, Columbia, April 11, 2002.

“Tamilnet.com: Some reflections on Popular Anthropology”. Paper presented at the Anthropology Postgraduate/Faculty Seminars, University of Sussex, United Kingdom, November 11, 2003.

Participant in “Teach-In: Understanding and Coming to Terms with the September 11 Terrorist Attack”,  Sponsored by the Political Science Club, History and Political Science Department, The Diversity Committee, September 17, 2001. (Counted as service in my P and T file). 

“Afganistan” A presentation given to the Aiken International Club, 2001. (Counted as ‘service’ in my P and T file).

 “Ants between Two Fires’: Ethical Puzzlement and the Plurality of Ethics in Sri Lanka”. Seminar presented at the graduate colloquium at the Department of Religion, USC, Columbia, April 1998.

Selected Service

National Science Foundation  Cultural Anthropology DDIG Panel  (Spring 2008, Fall 2008, Spring 2009, Spring 2010, Spring 2011)

American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies at large Board Member (2008-2010)

Honors, Awards, and Scholarship Advisement Award subcommittee, USC Aiken (Spring 2011)

First Year Experience committee, USC Aiken (2009-present)

Inter-Curricular Enrichment Committee, USC Aiken (2008- 2009)

Global Studies Committee, USC Aiken (Spring 2007-2009)

Faculty Grievance Committee, USC Aiken (2006-present; Chair 2008-09)

Philosophy search committee, USC Aiken (Fall 2007-Spring 2008)

Sociology Department search committee, USC Aiken (spring 2007, Fall 2007, Spring 2008-Spring 09)

Co-organizer of  the international workshop ‘Sites/Cites of Trauma’ held in Sweden, October 3-7, 2007

International Programs Advisory Committee, USC Aiken (Fall 2006)

American Institute of Sri Lankan Studies South Asia Meetings planning group (2005- 6)

Chair, Organizing Committee for South Carolina Anthropology Student Conference (held at USCA, April 21-2, 2005)

BIS Advisory Committee, USC Aiken (2004-5)

University Planning Committee, USC Aiken (2002-3)

Organizing Committee for South Carolina Anthropology Student Conference (2002-3)

Strategic Planning Program Review Subcommittee, USC Aiken
First Year Committee, USC Aiken (2001-2)

Co-Editor of Social Sciences and Humanities Journal (formerly, The Social and Behavioral Sciences Journal), USC Aiken (1998-2001)

First Year Committee linked-class subcommittee, USC Aiken (2001-2)

Honor, Awards and Scholarship Committee, USC Aiken  (1996-1999)

Sociology search committees (1995,6,7,8,9); Chair of search committee, USC Aiken (1998-9)

Geography search committee, USC Aiken (1996-8)
International Program Committee 1996-1999, USC Aiken (co-Chair, Fall 1997)

Vice-Chancellor’s International Program Summit, USC Aiken (1996-1999)

Committee to create BIS degree in international studies, USC Aiken (1995)

Subcommittee on Software Standardization, USC Aiken (1994)

Library Committee, USC Aiken (1992-4)


Languages 

Tamil, working reading and speaking knowledge 

French, reading knowledge


Professional memberships

American Anthropological Association

Society for Cultural Anthropology

American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies
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